In short:

· A Master Hunter level test will run for 30 minutes.

· “A Master hunting dog must positively demonstrate its steadiness to wing and shot” (meaning the dog must remain steady through the flush of the bird, gunshot(s), and until released by her handler).  All birds, except those to be shot by a gunner, will be blanked by the handler.  All pointable birds must be pointed by a dog testing at the Master level.

· Should a “wild flush” situation occur, the dog testing in Master Hunter must demonstrate a  “stop to flush” on his own, without a command.  The handler may NOT collar a Master dog but must heel the dog away.  Delayed chases are not acceptable in Master level tests.

· A dog testing in Master Hunter must demonstrate a retrieve.  Master dogs must retrieve every shot bird that is deemed retrievable during the test.  If there isn’t an opportunity to shoot a bird for the testing dog during the 30 minute brace, and the testing dog has not been disqualified, a “call back” for the retrieve will done.  Retrieved birds must be not be rendered “unfit for consumption” (meaning a dog cannot “hard mouth” or squish the heck out of or otherwise chew up a bird he is retrieving).  In a Master test all retrievable birds “must be retrieved promptly, tenderly and absolutely to hand.”  AND “The handler shall not command or signal the dog to retrieve until positive steadiness has been demonstrated.”

· A Master dog should handle “kindly” with an absolute minimum of “hacking” needed by her handler.  This is perhaps the most obvious difference between a Master Hunter and a dog competing in a field trial Gun Dog stake–handling kindly.  There is a lots of handling (aka “singing”) in field trials.  Master braces are much quieter than Gun Dog stakes.  A Master Hunter is required to retrieve every shot bird that is deemed retrievable–perfectly, to hand during her brace.  And, a Master Hunter must demonstrate an honour–through flush, shot, and retrieve.  Multiple honours and retrieves may occur throughout the courses of a Master Hunter brace.  A lovely thing to watch for those who truly appreciate finished gun dog work!

· A Master dog “must point staunchly, and must be steady to wing and shot on all birds.”  If a dog testing at the Master level breaks at the flush or shot she cannot receive a qualifying score.

· A Master dog must demonstrate an honour in order to pass a Master level test.  At the Master level, a dog may NOT be given a command to honour but rather, must establish an honour on his own.  After the dog has established an honour on his own, the handler can then quietly caution the dog to remain in position.  The handler may NOT leash the dog during the honour nor may the handler “block” the dog from watching the pointing dog as the bird is flushed, shot, and retrieved.  Master dogs must never steal point.  If a dog steals point in a Master test he cannot be passed by the judges.  Dogs will not be given credit for honours on the back course because a “a Master dog must honour throughout the entire flush, shot and retrieve”—for every honour during the test.





· The handler must also carry an empty or an imitation model shotgun  during a Master Hunter test.  When a bird is flushed, the handler must shoulder the shotgun and swing on the bird, following it’s flight as if to take a shot.  The reason for this is a dog is more likely to make a mistake (move or even break) when her handler turns away and shoulders a shotgun.  This requirement helps prove the absolute steadiness of a dog testing at the Master Hunter level.

Bottom line for Master Hunters is they are considered a “finished” or “polished” gun dog.  If you love watching the finest of pointing dogs in their element, a true Master Hunter (not one of these obedience-style robots you often see in AKC hunting tests) running in a test can put goose bumps on your arms.  These are the dogs you would dream of taking home with you.  You can appreciate these beauties even more once you’ve grown a puppy up all on your own—reaching all of those milestones with your dog—from first bird contact to teaching an honour without a command and a perfect retrieve to hand.

So what are the most common fails in the Master Hunter level tests?
· Failing to honour on her own (without a command)—“blinking” honours seems to be quite common in Master Hunter tests.

· Failing to stop on a wild flush (chasing)

· Failing to demonstrate a Master Hunter level retrieve, “promptly, tenderly and absolutely to hand.”

